
December 18th, 2022 

Sunday before Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

SUNDAY, 12/18 9:00 am Divine Liturgy (English) for all parishioners  

MONDAY, 12/19 5:00 pm Divine Liturgy for special intention 

TUESDAY, 12/20 No Divine Liturgy  

WEDNESDAY, 12/218:00 am Divine Liturgy for special intention 

THURSDAY, 12/22 5:00 pm Divine Liturgy for special intention 

FRIDAY, 12/23 8:00 am Divine Liturgy for special intention 

SATURDAY, 12/24 3:30 pm Divine Liturgy for special intention 

SUNDAY, 12/25 9:00 am Divine Liturgy (English) for all parishioners 

10:30 am Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) for special intention 

 

Announcements 

1- Divine Liturgy on Nativity of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ 

This year Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ falls on 

Saturday. Therefore, Divine Liturgy for Christmas 

will be at 9am on December 25th. 

Christmas Vigil Liturgy will be on December 24th 

at 3:30PM. 

 

Tradition on the Nativity of Jesus Christ 
“The Church celebrates the coming of the Son of God into the world with the feast of the 

Nativity of Christ.  The birth of Christ is announced to the shepherds by the angel of the Lord: 

“To you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Christ, the Lord”. (Lk 2:11, 

rsv-ce). The Fathers of the Church extolled Christmas night as a day of joy and peace: 

Today the Bountiful One became poor for our sake … Today we receive a gift for which   we 

did not ask … This present day threw open the heavenly door to our prayers … Now the 

Divine Being took upon himself the seal of humanity, in order for humanity to be decorated 

by the seal of Divinity.” 

-Christ Our Pascha, Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church #190 

As Byzantine Catholics, our celebration of the feast begins on Christmas Eve.  “In our 

Church’s tradition, the Eve of the Nativity feast, also called Holy Eve (in Ukrainian, Sviat 

vechir), is honoured with particular solemnity. Every home becomes a Bethlehem of the 

family: the table symbolizes the manger; straw is placed under the tablecloth, and upon the 

tablecloth are placed the prosphora (Communion bread), a symbol of the Child Jesus. A lit 

candle is placed next to the prosphora to symbolize the star of Bethlehem. With a meatless 

supper, the family gathers around the table to prayerfully honour the incarnate Son of God. 

Christmas carols are sung by the faithful. In hospitality, homes open their doors to everyone 

who celebrates the Nativity of Christ. The high point of the celebration of the Nativity feast 

is the solemn divine service, for which all parishioners gather. The Eucharistic Supper at the 

Divine Liturgy crowns the family supper. ” 

-Christ Our Pascha, Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church #196 

Families celebrate Christmas with traditional customs that are filled with feasting and much 

symbolism. 

Symbolizing the twelve apostles, the holy supper consists of twelve meatless dishes.  The 

most important dish is kutia.  This is made by boiling whole wheat until it is tender and mixing 

it with honey, poppy seeds, and nuts.  The wheat symbolizes the relationship of the people to 

their land and serves as a reminder of Holy Communion. 

Kolach, a braided loaf of sweet bread is made in the form of a circle to symbolize eternity 

where there is no beginning and no end.  Other dishes served may include borsch, pyrohy, 

holupchi, one or more fish dishes, vegetables and fruit. 

When the meal is finished, gifts may be exchanged, carols are sung and the family departs for 

the Christmas Divine Liturgy 

Christmas carols are sung throughout the Christmas Season, which extends until February 2, 

with the traditional Christmas greeting “Christ is Born!” 

Within the community, customs may vary.  As we gather as a family, we may focus our 

attention on how our family celebrates the Nativity of Our Lord. 

Are there special customs that we observe within our immediate family? 

Do we have a special place of honor in our home where we display an icon of our Lord’s 

birth? Do we share the story of Jesus’ birth with our children? 

As a family, do we place importance on celebrating this feast by attending the Divine Liturgy 

together? Are there any other customs that we may create to pass down to the members of our 

family to celebrate Christmas for years to come? 

We wish all of our families a most blessed and holy Christmas! 

 

THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

Sunday collections for the weekend of 12/11/22, including envelope offerings - $465, 

donations -$736, candle -$100 

Weekly budget: $1250, Income $1301 

Upcoming Events  
in Parish & Eparchy 

Dec. 25th – Nativity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ 
Dec. 26th – Synaxis of the Most Holy 
Mother of God 
Dec. 27th – St. Stephen the First Martyr 

and Archdeacon 
Jan. 1st – The Circumcision of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ 



Protection of the Mother of God 

   Ukrainian Catholic Church 

Byzantine Rite 

2880 Highway 138 NE 

Conyers, GA 30013 

 

Father Volodymyr Petrytsya 

 

Parish office phone 770-760-1111 

Emergency phone 224-400-0558 

Email: parish@mogchurch.com 

Website: www.mogchurch.com 

 

Confession before or after Divine Liturgy. 

Confession is recommended as a regular monthly practice. The graces received from confession 

are an excellent way to help us become closer to Jesus. 

 

THE CHURCH WAS A MOTHER TO YOU IN LIFE, PROVIDING FOR YOUR SPIRITUAL NEEDS; 

PLEASE REMEMBE YOUR PARISH AND  THE EPARCHY OF SAINT JOSAPHAT IN PARMA IN 

YOUR LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


